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POULTRY PRODUCTS DICE SIZED & PERCENTAGE WHITE VS. DARK 

 

Policy 

 

This procedure describes poultry dice size and percentage white vs. dark if stated in the 

specification. 

 

Procedure 

 

I. Diced 

 

Whenever dice size is specified, determine compliance based on measurement of the settings on 

the dicing equipment.  Product specifications, which include maximums for fines and irregular 

pieces, normally will reference the maximum percentage of these attributes as determined on a 

U.S. Standard sieve of a specified size (i.e., U.S. Standard 0.75-inch sieve).  Determine 

compliance with these requirements online. 

 

A. Size 

 

1.    Select a primary container after filling during each sampling interval. 

 

2. Shake the contents of the primary bag to distribute the fines throughout the 

package.  Select a two-pound sample from the primary container and pour it 

onto the screens.  Lightly shake the sieve forward and backward for 

approximately thirty seconds causing the product to sift through the screens. 

 

3. Weigh and record the weight of product remaining on the sieve.  If the sample 

must be divided in half to accommodate a smaller sieve (i.e., 8 inch) test each 

half separately.  Determine the percentage of fines for each portion and average 

the results for both. 

 

4. Reject product failing specified requirements. 

 

B. Percentage White vs. Dark Meat 

 

Determine compliance for percentage of white and dark meat in diced or similar size-

reduced products for non-natural proportion as follows: 

 

1. For online determination of white and dark meat, each sampling interval select a 

2-pound sample.  Sort the dark pieces out of each sample.  After removal of the 

dark pieces, weigh the remaining product and determine the percentage for each 

sample. 

 

2. Accept the production representing the sampling period when the average for 

each sample meets specification requirements. 

 



Agricultural Quality Assessment Division QAD 642 Procedure 

Marketing 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Stop 0258 August 31, 2018 

Service Washington, DC 20250 Page 2 of 2 

3. Management may request a stationary lot re-examination of any sublot that fails

the online check.  Stationary lot procedures may also be used when performing

a lot examination of previously accepted product at locations away from the

point of initial inspection as follow:

a. Sample size shall be as required in 7 CFR Part 70.10 of the poultry

grading regulations.  Examine a 0.50-pound sample from each container in

the sample as required and average the results for all samples examined.

b. Accept the lot when the average for all samples meets specification

requirements.

______________________________ 

Richard H. Lawson, National Poultry Supervisor 

Quality Assessment Division 

Livestock and Poultry Program 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 

employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, 

gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance 

program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 

programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) 

should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 

877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program 

Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request 

a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
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