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U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Agricultural Marketing Service 
Washington, DC  
 

To whom it may concern: 

Our non-profit organization, Our Family Farms (OFF), works to create 
thriving communities by promoting and protecting family farms and 
traditional seeds from the threats of genetically engineered (GE) crops. We 
have been actively involved in seeking legislation to support the complete 
labeling of our foods that contain GE derived materials for all Americans 
because we know first-hand that this is supported by nearly 90% of the 
polled American shoppers.  

Although not a perfect bill, we support the intentions of the U.S. Congress 
who last year passed the “National Bioengineered Food Disclosure 
Standard Act of 2016 (GE labeling law). It is long past the time that 
Americans should have had the same food labeling information provided to 
them that citizens of 64 other countries like the 28 nations in the European 
Union, Japan, Australia, Brazil, Russia and even China already have. This 
bill provides a catch-up opportunity for American consumers to have clear, 
on-package labeling disclosures that fully describe not only the nutritional 
content of the food, but also describe whether such foods are derived from 
bioengineering technologies. However, a lot of the decisions about what 
foods would be labeled, and how they would be labeled, were left up to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). The law includes labeling options 



other than on-package labeling, such as QR codes and websites, which 
would only serve to hide the information this law was passed to provide.  
Polls consistently show that Americans want to know from clear, on-
package labeling disclosures whether the foods they purchase are 
produced using genetic engineering from clear, on-package labeling 
disclosures. Congress recognized the public’s right to know in passing the 
GE labeling law. Now, it is critical that the USDA regulations and 
implementation of the GE labeling law accurately reflect the intent of 
Congress when they passed the law, provide consistency with international 
standards, and provide easy access to this information for all Americans. 
As such, we request that the regulations guiding the disclosure law include 
the following provisions: 

1.  A requirement for On-Package Labeling.  
The law includes potential options other than on-package labeling such 
as QR codes, 1-800 phone in, and websites, but only on-package 
labeling provides the easiest access for all Americans. It was not the 
intent of Congress to discriminate against those that do not understand 
how to use a smart phone to access information if QR codes and 
websites are used for the “food labeling” approach favored by industry. 
Studies show that over one-third of Americans do not own a smart 
phone; also half of low-income people do not own smartphones. Almost 
half of rural people do not own smart phones. Minorities are a 
disproportionate percentage of low-income and rural Americans. Two-
thirds of the elderly do not own smart phones. Only 16% of Americans 
have ever scanned a QR code and only 3% of those people do it 
regularly. As such, allowing labeling based on QR codes is 
discriminatory against the poor, rural Americans, minorities, the elderly 
and other groups less likely to own a smart phone or know how it is 
used.  
Proposals to use QR code technology in lieu of on-package labeling also 
raise serious questions about the privacy of consumer data including 
issues on how industry might use such information. For instance, would 
a company be able to determine which customers are viewing their 
products through QR codes or websites, and could they use that data to 
target consumers in advertisements?

2. Require labeling of all bioengineered/genetically engineered Foods. 



The regulations must account for current and potential future changes in 
biotechnology. Terms related to “bioengineered” such as genetically 
engineered should be considered interchangeable. The regulations 
should also ensure that any GE foods made with newer forms of genetic 
engineering – such as gene editing (e.g. CRISPR-Cas9) and gene 
silencing (e.g. RNA interference or RNAi) – are covered. All Synthetic 
Biology (Syn Bio) products such as food additives involve “modern 
biotechnology” genetic engineering techniques that currently involve a  
genetically engineered microbe.  Foods containing materials derived 
from Syn Bio technologies must also be labeled.
Overly narrow interpretations, creating loopholes to exempt some GE 
foods from labeling requirements, would be contrary to Congress’s 
express intent and to USDA’s own statements in the legislative process. 
The labeling should provide specific, unambiguous information 
(“genetically engineered”, “produced with genetic engineering” but not 
“may be produced with genetic engineering”). If a symbol is used it 
should be similarly unambiguous and easily recognizable by Americans 
(“GE” or “GMO”). 
All foods produced through genetic engineering must be labeled and 
include those with ingredients derived from genetically engineered 
sources, such as highly refined sugars and oils and processed corn and 
soy ingredients. This should be the case even if such processed foods 
are so highly processed that the genetic material of the GE ingredient is 
presently undetectable in the final product: they are still GE foods. 
In its definition and scope, the new GE labeling standard should be 
consistent with and aligned with other U.S. national and international 
standards. For example, the Food and Drug Administration has stated 
that its definition of “bioengineering” is the same as the definition of 
“modern biotechnology”(Ref. 1).
This definition of “modern biotechnology” is the same as the definition in 
the Principles for Risk Analysis of Foods Derived From Modern 
Biotechnology adopted by the Codex Alimentarius Commission in 2003. 
It should be noted that deviating from this standard would needlessly 
complicate international trade. Documents and standards developed by 
Codex are referenced by the World Trade Organization in trade disputes 
involving food, and constitute a globally accepted standard. In addition, 
the Codex definition of “modern biotechnology” is also the same as that 



used in the Cartagena Biosafety Protocol under the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, which also clearly shows it to be the globally 
accepted standard. Therefore, USDA should adopt the definition of 
“modern biotechnology” employed by the NOSB, FDA and Codex 
Alimentarius Commission because it is the globally accepted standard.
If the agency is to set a threshold, it should also be consistent with 
international standards, where the most common standard is mandatory 
disclosure when levels equal or exceed 0.9%, by individual GE 
ingredient.

3.  Require Almost All Manufacturers to Label.
USDA should not unreasonably exempt any manufacturers from the GE 
labeling requirements. Congress intended to only exempt “cottage 
foods” and very small companies from the disclosure requirement.   

4. Require Labeling In a Timely Fashion. 
Congress established explicit deadlines in the GE Labeling Law for 
issuance of USDA’s regulations. USDA must issue its proposed rule in a 
timely manner, allowing time for public comment, such that a final rule is 
published by July 29, 2018. USDA must meet these Congressional 
deadlines. 

In addition, USDA should not give manufacturers more than a short period 
of a few months after that date for the labeling regulations to become 
effective. Manufacturers have already had years’ worth of notice and 
preparation to develop and provide labeling information. American 
manufacturers are already labeling their products exported to the 64 
countries that already require such labels. At most the labels will only need 
to be modified/translated for the U.S. consumers.
Respectfully submitted,
Elise Higley
Executive Director
Our Family Farms

Additional Signatures to letter in Support:
Dr. Ray Seidler
Anne Golden 
Helen Jones 
Ross. Cook 
Kelly McConnell 



Michele Frazier 
Bartley Deason 
Patty Bonney 
Eileen Chieco 
Ward Wilson 
Jeffrey Cohen 
Edith Montgomery 
Victor Novick 
Dr. John Gardiner 
Christine Grubb 
Gretchen Horn 
Hillevi Ruumet 
John Hauschild 
Gloria Schwartz 
Marilyn Costamagna 
Kristina Lefever 
Lisa Nichols
Jennifer Zeitler 
Kenda Swartz 
Marilyn Corum 
David Painter 
Rosina Cretney 
Steve Cohn 
Peg Futrell 
Barbara Richard 
Valery Sismondo 
Joyce Flaherety 
Judith C. Korsmo 
Cynthia Laughery 
Tod Boyer 
Marie Wakefield 
raymond lapollo 
Gordon Gale 
Arlene Huck 
Jeffrey Bodony 
Carol Hoon 
Michael G Smith 
David Harrison 
Hedy Schoonover 
Janet Campbell 



Matthew Stern 
Elizabeth Coker 
nancy philipps 
A Bard 
Mary Lasley 
Suzanna Nadler 
William Whitaker 
Linda Ross 
Annie Hammond 
Patricia Browning 
Bryan Sohl 
Sheila Spencer 
Janet Johnson 
Celeste Howard 
Laura Marshall 
Jack Williams 
Catherine Keys 
Julie Lawyer 
Donna Crane 
A. Todd 
Doris S. June 
Judy Voruz 
Angela Zehava 
Gail Gray 
Brenda Seidel 
Barbara Bernstein 
Valerie Dambacher 
Chris Hjerrild 
Hermina Kann 
Chris Henry 
Becky Orf 
Lyle Funderburk 
James Jungwirth 
Jane Brockman 
Bob Buck 
Cicely Fleury 
Julie Allemand 
Nancy Groth 
Virginia Duffy 
Karen Muir 



Per Fagereng 
Shirley Eidswick 
Layla Centorrino 
William Miner 
Kimberly Cochin 
Sharon Reeve 
Lindea Kirschner 
Upgeya Pew 
J Freese 
William Knight 
Janet Walker 
Tony Fichera 
John Fox 
Pamela Mattson McDonald 
Lisa Sennhauser 
Jim Sweeney 
Billie Johnson 
Georgeanne Samuelson 
Cynthia Dion 
Heide Seeman 
Susan Leibowitz 
Greeley Wells 
Diana Anderson 
Michael Farris 
Linda Lee Showerman 
Demelza Costa 
Jenet Johnsen 
Nancy Lyles 
Wayne Rollis 
Jeffery Holmes 
Stephen Cox 
Daniela Steiner 
Barbara Buxton 
Mel Ginsberg 
Cheryl Levie 
Donna Benjamin 
Gregg Marchese 
Donna Swanson 
Claire Anderson 
Michael   L. Lovely 



Michele Bashaw 
Christine Gardiner 
Thomas Stekkinger 
Marybeth Howell 
Harry Wohlsein 
Debbie Paden 
Ingrid Edstrom 
Patricia (Pam) Moore 
Mary-Ann Jones 
Suzia Aufderheide 
Kathy (Oriana) Kahn Hurwit 
Gary Powell 
Barry Haynes 
Stanley Denlinger 
Bob Weber 
Martha Iancu 
Robert Clowes 
Eileen Pfluger 
Patricia Cutsforth 
Douglas Wiseman 
Linda Cariri 
Akissi Goffinet 
Brad Keller 
Chi Scherer 
Rebecka Daye 
Jessica Snyder 
Deborah Lang 
Tana Cahill 
Ruth Knowles 
Kevin Ekerson 
Michelle Ekerson 
Phyllis Rapport 
James Bieg 
Jonathan Major 
Kent Knock 
Daniel Jackson 
Edmond Green 
Cheryl Hanks-Hicks 
Janice Gega 
Phoebe Quillian 



Gary Reedy 
Anya Shelton 
John Nettleton 
Susan Gordinier 
Glenn Kopehrsen 
Jay Bower 
Margaret Philhower 
Al Beltram 
Paul Goff 
James Nichols 
Lauriette Nielsen 
Sally Goldman 
Toni Wallick 
Christy Rodgers 
Shanna Rose 
Christine M.C. Money 
Chris Hardy 
Donna Kleiman 
Kristen Millner 
Katy Mallams 
Mercy Myers 
Mary Peterson 
Joyce Pendleton 
Steven Tichenor 
Colleen O'Brien 
Lynn Cohen 
Colleen Pedersen 
Rozlyn Reynolds 
Anthony Copeland 
Shaktari Belew 
AnneMarie Call 
Linda Maddux 
Sylvia Stephenson 
Patricia Peterson 
Jeff Weatherhead 
Carrie CloughPaulson 
Karen Crutcher 
Kaela McGuire 
Allan Widmeyer 
Janet Bell 



Deborah Hilscher 
Joanne Chenoweth 
October Zeh 
Kathy Meyer 
Brenda Shaffer 
Paulynn Cue 
Mary Rexford 
Beverly Foster 
Anna Ward 
Lorena Payton 
Lori Bennett 
Anna Cassilly 
David King 
Marie Bouman 
Priscilla Hoke 
Dawn Seay 
Karla Axten 
Rachel Blythe 
Joshua Francy 
Karen Kazinski 
Pamala Joy 
Sandra Thompson 
Guitta Karubian 
Rebecca Tyra 
Steve Linn 
Jesse Sherer 
Steve Wilson 
Jeff Higley 
Brad Smith 
Lija Appleberry 
Diane Parry 
Kathleen Hering 
Karyn Cottone 
Tiffaney Derreumaux 
Mary McGaughey 
Davena Gentry 
Katarina Eriksson 
Phil Johncock 
Dorothy Melvin 
Sigrit Morghen 



Bernard Moore 
Steve Davidson 
Patricia Patten 
Jan Nelson 
Brittany Ryan 
Tom Powell 
Emile Amarotico 
Debbie Friedman 
Annie Hoy 
Sydney Hamlett 
Mary Katherine Pactwa
Jaymie Exley-Peat
Dave Garcia
 

1. Food and Drug Administration. 2015. Guidance for Industry: Voluntary Labeling Indicating Whether 
Foods Have or Have Not Been Derived from Genetically Engineered Plants. At: www.fda.gov/
RegulatoryInformation/Guidances/ucm059098.htm
2. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Codex Alimentarius Commission. 2003. 
Principles for the Risk Analysis of Foods Derived from Modern Biotechnology (CAC/GL 44-2003) At 
www.fao.org/input/ download/standards/10007/CXG_044e.pdf
3. Convention on Biological Diversity. 2000. Text of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. At: bch.cbd.int/
protocol/text

 

http://www.fda.gov/RegulatoryInformation/Guidances/ucm059098.htm
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.fao.org/input/&sa=D&ust=1499959951959000&usg=AFQjCNFtYMujQwu6b_Ad24UV6tT9ekkagg
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://bch.cbd.int/protocol/text&sa=D&ust=1499959951959000&usg=AFQjCNH3OOnzSXnSvCy_2IPKa3M0GQR2eA

