U.S. Department of Agriculture USDA
Agricultural Marketing Service | National Organic Program

How to Navigate the
Organic Integrity Learning Center

USDA National Organic Program (NOP) Organic Integrity Learning Center (OILC) Learners:

1. To create a new NOP Organic Integrity Learning Center account, go to this page:
https://usda.geniussis.com/PublicStudentSignUp.aspx?AffiliatelD=46B0CO

2. If you have an account, access the NOP Organic Integrity Learning Center at this page:
https://usda.geniussis.com/PublicWelcome.aspx?AffiliatelD=46B0CO

Login

Password

Signme in

3. Click on a course title.

Sound and Sensible Organic Certification Fundamentals of Inspection
May 25, 2020 - May 24, 2021 May 25, 2020 - May 24, 2021
Compliance and Enforcement: Adverse Actions, Appeals, Certification Administration Essentials

T May 25, 2020 - May 24, 2021
May 25,2020 - May 24, 2021 - -

Import Oversight Essentials Advanced Inspections: Investigations
May 25, 2020 - May 24, 2021 May 25, 220 - May 24, 2021

Organic Dairy Compliance MNOP Presentations

May 25, 2020 - May 24, 2021 May 25, 2020 - May 24, 201

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service | National Organic Program 1


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusda.geniussis.com%2FPublicStudentSignUp.aspx%3FAffiliateID%3D46B0C0&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc4c0d0f477fa4ab4100e08d8017e0237%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637260988002414963&sdata=JFbqXfkvO96sRtzhlt%2Bg%2BdZ%2F9uu8k86tpZTn%2F2DYKj8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusda.geniussis.com%2FPublicWelcome.aspx%3FAffiliateID%3D46B0C0&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc4c0d0f477fa4ab4100e08d8017e0237%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637260988002414963&sdata=1oV1csr7sS8RgQDQkNqgEWNYtzWUZ0aCdV2KLCeIsoY%3D&reserved=0

U.S. Department of Agriculture USDA

Agricultural Marketing Service | National Organic Program

4. The ‘Introduction’ is the entry page. Scroll down to read the full introduction.

National

A All Page: © Introduction

[T |
Introduction

¥ Introduction to the USDA  #y
Organic System

Introducticn
Lesson One

Lesson Two

Course Introduction

Lesson Three

Le=son o In this course, you will consider the core requirements to label a product as USDA organic. To

understand the requirements, it is first helpful to better understand common organic farming
practices, the regulations that affect organic farming, and the general organic certification
Course Evalustion process. You will also be introduced to how the organic seal is regulated in the United States,
and you will study how USDA and its partners monitor and enforce the organic regulations.

Assessments

My Grades / My Status

Course Support course DESCTiPtiOn

All Pages

This course presents a core regulatory overview of organic farms, crops, livestock, and handling
practices. The course also introduces fundamentals of organic production practices, including
s0il management and pest management.

Bb Help for Learners

Course Outcomes

5. Sometimes the left menu will collapse-left. Click in the area to expand-right to open the menu.
|

Total
View Descript:

Lesson 2 Assts
Test

Show Course Menu 5
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6. Click on ‘Lesson One’ (in the left navigation menu).

Information

. All Pages * Lesson One

¥ Introduction to the USDA iy
Organic System

Lesson One

Introduction
Lesson One

Lesson Two

Organic Certification: Requirements for Farmers and

Lesson Thiee

Lessen Four This lesson provides an overview of organic requirements for farms, businesses, and handlers
wanting to be certified as organic.

Assessments

Course Evalustion &
Lesson Introduction R

My Grades / My Status From farm to table, organic products are grown, processed, and handled at sites around the

Course Support globe. In this lesson. you will explore the categories of organic certifications and what you as a

All Pages farmer, processor, or handler must do to obtain an organic certification for your operation.

Bb Help for Leamers

Content Points

+ USDA Organic Labeling
& Organic Categories
& Organic Requirements

Lesson-Level Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of this lesson, learners will:

1. Describe the core requirements to label a product as USDA organic.
2. Describe core organic farming principles.

7. Scroll down on each of the lesson pages to see more content.

@ Lesson One- Introduction to © X

<« c @ ® @ hitpsy/fusda. pps/olacio ecute/content/fletemd=views: sos

Organic Certification Categories

There are four categories of organic certification: Crops, Livestock, Processed Products, and Wild
Crops. See the graphic to learn more.

Four Categories of Organic Certification
\oe
Crops Livestock Wild Crop:

Aplant that is grovm to  Animals that can be Plants from a grovring
used for food or in site that s not
the production of cultivated.
food, fiber, or feed.

it

Qrganic production is more than just the avoidance of synthetic fertilizers, herbicides, and
pesticides. Certified organic aperati eful for the land they
farm and the food they grow in the following ways:

Organic Principles

Principles of Organic Farming

Enviranmental stewardship: Organic
farmers must use practices that support the
use of on-farm resources, promote ecological
balance, and conserve biodiversity.

cover crops, manure, and compost.

controls before using approved pesticides.
B et subsances: 0 theiruse of
the few thi i

ferti
inradiation, and genetic

engineering are not allowed.

These principles make up the backbone of what it means to be an organic farmer. Bullding on
these principles, there are common practices that organic farmers and handlers must follow to
earn and maintain their certification.
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8. Read through all the lesson content. Scroll to the bottom of the page to see the ‘Lesson
Resources’ and access the ‘Lesson Assessment.’ Click on the ‘Link to Assessment.’

Organic handlers process, package, or store organic
agriculture preducts, These products may be cooked,
baked, cured, dried, mixed, ground, churned, separated,
distilled, extracted, slaughtered, fermented, dehydrated,
frozen, packaged, canned, or otherwise medified. All
modifications must comply with the USDA organic
regulation.

Handlers must protect organic products from:

# Coming in contact with prohibited substances.
o Commingling with non-organic products.

Keep these best practices in mind as you begin your
journey towards establishing and maintaining an organic
operation.

Lesson Resources

USDA. Organic labeling.
Retrieved from https:/fwww.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/labeling

USDA. Organic certification and accreditation.
Retrieved from https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification

USDA. National Organic Program.

Retrieved from https://www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/programs-offices/national-organic-
program

Assessment

& Link to Assessment
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9. Then, click ‘Begin’ to start the lesson assessment.

.3 Assessments © Begin: Lesson 1 Assessment

¥ Introduction to the USDA #
Organic System

Begin: Lesson 1 Assessment

Infroduction
Lesson One:
INSTRUCTIONS

Lesson Two
Lesson Three

Force Completion This test can be saved and resumed later
Lesson Four

Multiple Attempts This test allows multiple attempts
Assessments Click Begin o start: Lesson 1 Assessment. Click Caneel to go back

Course Evaluation
Click Begin to start. Click Cancel to quit.
Course Support

All Pages

Bb Help for Leamers

10. Complete the Assessment. Then, click on ‘Save and Submit.’

# Assessments © Take Test: Lesson 1 Assessment

¥ Introduction to the USDA
Organic System

Take Test: Lesson 1 Assessment

Intreduction * Test Information
Lesson Cne Desaription
e Instructions

Multiple Attempts This test allows multiple attempts.
on s Force Completion This test can be saved and resumed later.

Lesson Four

* Question Completion Status

Assessments

Course Evaluation

My Grades / My Status QUESTION 1 10points | Swwe Anwes
Course Support Which of the following is NOT a best practice of raising livestoc?
All Pages (0) Emphasizing preventable heslth care practices

EBb Help for Leamers () Providing only certified arganic feed

(0 Using antibiotics and growth harmanes to supplement animal health care

O Allowing animals access to the outdoors, shade, shelter, space for exercise, and clean water

QUESTION 2 10 points  Sawve Answer

What main entity oversees products sold as crganic in the United States?
(O Acoedited certifying sgents

(O USDAs National Organic Program

() Each state’s Department of Agriculture hes different rules

(") The Nationsl Organic Standsrds Bosrd

QUESTION 3

10 points | Save Answer
What is NOT an sres of cestification under the USDA crganic regulations?

() Fertilizers

) Crops

(O wild Crops

(O Handling Processing

QUESTION 4 10 points | Save Answer

Click Save and Submit to save and submit. Click Sqve All Answers to save all answers.

Save All Answers

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service | National Organic Program 5
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11. Then, click on ‘Lesson Two’ to begin the next lesson. Repeat the steps to scroll through the
lesson and complete the lesson assessment.

A All Fages © Lesson Two
[«
Lesson Two
¥ Introduction to the USDA  #iy
Organic System
Intreduction
Lesson Cne
Lesson Two
ey Organic Certification: Getting Started _
Lesson Four T = o . s :
Transitioning a farm or operation to organic requires many steps and attention to many details.
This lesson breaks down the certification process to help you get started.
Assessments
Course Evaluation =
Lesson Introduction I

12. The ‘Assessments’ button in the left menu allows you to see the lesson assessments for the
course.

A Assessments

[« ]
Assessments

¥ Introduction to the USDA  #y
Organic System |

Intreduction
Lesscn One

I I
[, Fs,

Lesscn Two I @ i @
5t o et

Leszon Three Lesson 1 Assessment Lesson 2 Assessment

Lesson Four

I I
Assessments [ ﬁ rﬁ
B B

Lourse Evaluation
My Grades / My Status
Course Support

All Pages

Bb Help for Leamners
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13. Click on ‘Course Evaluation’ to navigate to the Course Evaluation (to provide feedback on the
course).

A Course Ewvaluation

¢ -
Course Evaluation

¥ Introduction to the USDA iy
Crganic System

Introduction
Lesson One
Lesson Two

Lesson Thres

Lesson Four

Azsessments

Course Evalustion

My Grades / My Status
Course Support

All Pages

Bb Help for Learners

’

14. Click on ‘Course Evaluation’ and then click on ‘Begin.

.3 Course Evalustion > Begin: Course Evaluation

[t ]
Begin: Course Evaluation

¥ Introduction to the USDA ¢y

Organic System

Introduction

Lesson Cne
INSTRUCTION S
Lesson Two

Lesson Thiee

Force Complation This survey can be saved and resumed |ater
Lesson Four

Multiple Attempts This survey sllows multiple stiempts.
Assessments Click Begin to start: Course Evaluation. Click Cancel to go back

Course Evaluation

Click Begin to start. Click Cancel o quit.

My Grades / My Status Cancel m

Course Support
All Pages

Bb Help for Leamers
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15. Take the Course Evaluation, then click on ‘Save and Submit.’

[}

¥ Intreduction to the USDA #y
Organic System

Introduction

Lesson One

Lesson Two

Lesson Three

Lesson Four

Assessments

Course Evaluation

[ Take Survey: Course Evaluation X [iae

& https://usda.blackboard.com/webapps/assessment/take/launch jsp?course_assessme B80%
Take Survey: Course Evaluation

Survey Information

USDA

R 7+ @

Desaription “Your input on the course evaluation helps us to maintain and improve the quality of professional development and training provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture National

Organic Program.

Instructions Please rate how strongly you agree or dissgree with each of the following statements.
Multiple This survey sllows multiple attempts.

Attempts

Force This survey can be saved and resumed later

Completion

Wy Grades / My Status
Course Support
All Pages

Bb Help for Leamers

Question Completion Status:

QUESTION 1

The course was sffectively organized.

() 1. Strongly Agree () Z.Agree () 2.Meither Agree nor Disagree () 4. Disagree () 5. Strongly Disagree  (() &. Not Applicable
QUESTION 2
The course instructions were clear,

(0) 1. Stongly Agree (0 2. Agree () 3 Neither Agree nor Disagree (7) 4. Disagree () 5. Strongly Disagre= (7 6. Not Applicsble

QUESTION 3

The course developed my abilities snd skills for the subject.

(O 1.Stongly Agree  (0) 2. Agree () 3. Neither Agree nor Dissgree () 4. Disagree () 5. Strongly Disagree () ©. Not Applicable
QUESTION 4

The course developed my ability to spply principles to practice.

() 1. Strongly Agree () Z.Agree () 2.Meither Agree nor Disagree () 4. Disagree () 5. Strongly Disagree () €. Not Applicable

QUESTION 5

| was very satisfied with the course.

() 1. Strongly Agree () Z.Agree () 3.Meither Agree nor Disagree () 4. Disagree () 5. Strongly Disagree (T} €. Not Applicable

ANERTIAM &

Click Save and Submit to save and submit. Click Save All Answers to save all answers.

Save Answer

Save Answer

Save Answer

Save Answer

Save Answer

Save All Answers nd Submit
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U.S. Department of Agriculture USDA

Agricultural Marketing Service | National Organic Program

16. After you complete all the lessons and the course evaluation, click on the ‘My Grades/My

Status.’” You may print this report.

A My Results

¢ &
My Results

w Introduction to the USDA
Organic System

: All Evaluated Upcomin
Introduction P g
Lesson One ITEM

Lesson Two Weighted Total

View Description Ewvaluation Criteria
Lesson Three

Lesson Four Total o _ o
View Description Evaluation Criteria

AisaEssmenis Lesson 2 Assessment

Course Evaluation =

My Grades / My Status -I}::tmn S ]
Course Support
All Pages _I?::tson J Assessment
Bb Help for Learners

Lesson 4 Assessment
Test

Course Evaluation
Survey

Edit Mode
Submitted Order by: | Course Order
LAST ACTIVITY RESULT
140.00
140
Apr 3, 2019 425 PM 50.00
EVALUATED 50
Apr 10,2018 11:11 AM 50.00
EVALUATED 50
Apr 10,2018 11:13 AM 40.00
EVALUATED 0
Apr 10, 2019 11:16 AM 50.00
EVALUATED 50
Apr 10, 2019 11:16 AM [v]
EVALUATED

17. Scroll to the top, then click on “National Organic Program” tab to return to the course menu.

Click on the next course to begin. Repeat steps.

Hational Orgal
&

National Crganic Program Home Courses

Course List

Courses where you are: Leamer

NOP-010: Infroduction to the USDA Organic System
Instructor: Brian McNulty Tricia Rysn; Jennifer Tucker;

NOP-020: Sound and Sensible Organic Certification
Instructor: Brian McNulty; Tricia Ryan; Jennifer Tudver;
NOP-030: Fundamentals of Inspection

Instructor: Brian McNulty Tricia Rysn; Jennifer Tucker;

NOP-040: Compliance and Enforcement: Adverse Actions, Appeals, and Reinstatements
Instructor: Brian McNulty; Tricia Ryan; Jennifer Tucker;

NOP-060: Import Oversight Essentials
Instructor: Brian McNulty Tricia Ryan; Jennifer Tucker;

18. Enjoy the learning experience!

L e

Announcements

Blackboard Orientation Course

No Course or Department Announcements have been posted in the last 7 days.

On Demand Help

Help for Instructors

For NOP Organic Integrity Learning Center support, please contact USDA-NOP@apvit.com.
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