
Agricultural Marketing Service, Specialty Crops Program, Specialty Crops Inspection Division 

CERTIFICATION OF HONEY AND APICULTURE PRODUCTS DESTINED FOR THE 
EUROPEAN UNION (EU)  

PURPOSE 

This instruction is designed for Specialty Crops Inspection (SCI) Division employees of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).  Its purpose is to assist in the uniform certification of products 
destined for the European Union (EU).  These procedures are an integral part of Division 
services.  If needed, contact your immediate supervisor for any situation not addressed in this 
instruction.  

BACKGROUND 

The EU requires that the honey and apiculture products being certified are produced in an 
establishment(s) that implements a program based on Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points 
(HACCP) in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 and that the product(s) have been 
handled and where appropriate, prepared, packaged, and stored in a hygienic manner in accordance 
with the requirements of Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 (these regulations can be 
downloaded from the following link:    
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32004R0852R(01)&from=EN).  

POLICY 

Because of the above requirements, the establishment must have an acceptable HACCP program 
and pass a SCI Plant Survey before it can produce product for EU certification.  

A. SCI will perform the Plant Survey and HACCP audits.
B. After the requirements are met, the establishment will proceed with production.
C. SCI will perform a lot inspection.
D. Product grading would be based on organoleptic, flavor, odor, and foreign material and any

additional analytical requirements.
E. Product evaluation is based on actual time.

PROCEDURES 

Once an establishment has passed the Plant Survey with the HACCP audit, the applicant will need 
to request a lot inspection each time an EU certification is needed.  When an applicant has 
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requested an EU certification on a lot of product, an inspector (or licensed sampler) will travel to 
the establishment to draw samples for evaluation and analytical testing.  

When the inspector/sampler arrives, a “walkthrough” of the establishment will be performed to 
verify that the location still meets sanitation/HACCP conditions.  If problems are noted, the 
inspector/sampler will contact the Officer-in-Charge (OIC) before proceeding.  If the 
establishment is acceptable, the inspector/sampler will proceed to sample the product as requested. 

For the EU certification, the inspector/sampler will draw three (3) samples of the product.  Each 
sample must contain at least five (5) pounds of product.  These samples will be transported back to 
the office to be used for both product examination and for analytical testing.  

The product will be evaluated using organoleptic means for flavor, odor, and foreign material.  If 
the product is found to be acceptable, a composite sample will be made for analytical testing.  The 
composite sample will be six (6) pounds.  The composite will be divided into six equal portions 
(one pound each) and will be packed into leak-proof sterile sample collection bags (such as Whirl-
Pak® sampling bags).  Three (3) of the sample bags will be sent for analytical testing and three (3) 
bags will be retained as reserve samples.  The reserve samples can be used if a retest is requested 
or if the original samples are lost in transit.   

Prepare a form SC-637 Laboratory Sample Submittal Sheet for submitting samples for analytical 
testing.  The samples will be sent to the following address:  

Intertek Food Services GmbH Me Sabine Engel 
Olof-Palme-Str. 8  
Sample Registration & Orders Food  
28719 BREMEN   
Germany   
Telephone:  49042165727328  

The samples will be tested for the following: 

Chloramphenicol by ELISA-Test (11013010)  
Metronidazole by LC-MS/MS (11010890)  
Nitrofurane Metabolites by LC-MS/MS (11010110)  
Streptomycin by LC-MS/MS (11010820)  
Sulfonamides and Trimethoprirn by LC-MS/MS (11010870) 
Tetracyclines by LC-MS/MS (11010091)  
Pesticides by GC and LC-MS (11011480)  

See Appendix I for an example of a completed SC-637.  Note that because the list of tests being 
requested it too large to fit in the block on the form, the list of tests is included as an attachment to 
the SC-637.  See Appendix II for an example of a completed attachment. 
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In the event that the product sampled violates lab test results, please contact the following:   
  
• Charlotte Liang (Charlotte.Liang@fda.hhs.gov), CFSAN, Office of Food Safety  
• Standra Purnell (Standra.Purnell@fda.hhs.gov), CFSAN, Office of Compliance  
  
PRODUCT CERTIFICATION  
  
First, certify the product using an SC-146 (Certificate of Quality and Condition).  See Appendix III 
for an example of a completed SC-146E. 
  
NOTE:  If this is a corrected certificate, there is a 1-line space (just below the space for the office 
address) to enter the term “CORRECTED CERTIFICATE” (all caps).  Additionally, if this is a 
corrected certificate, in the remarks section of page 2 (below the inspector’s signature and date), 
enter the statement “THIS CERTIFICATE SUPERSEDES CERTIFICATE NUMBER 
_________” to identify the certificate being superseded. 
 
Form SC-144 Health Certificate for Export of Apiculture Products Intended for  
Human Consumption from the United States to the European Union is used to certify the product 
for the EU program.  This form can be found on the AMS Forms Catalog at the following intranet 
address:  http://agnis/AMSFormsCatalog/Forms/AllItems.aspx.  See Appendix IV for an example 
of a completed SC-144.  
 
Most information on page one of the SC-144 is to be completed by the applicant.  This can be done 
by sending the SC-144 PDF to the applicant via email.  Instruct the applicant to only complete 
page 1, Part I: Details of Dispatched Consignment, sections I.1,5,7, 9, 11, 13-16, 18-25, 27, and 
28.  The applicant will return the form back to the office for completion. 
 
The office will complete page 1 by entering the certificate number from the completed SC-146 into 
the “Certificate Reference Number” block and their office address in the upper right corner.  
Complete page 2 by placing an “X” in front of each of the three statements to indicate compliance 
with the requirements.  Enter the statement “Capital X means compliance” in the notes 
section. The bottom of page 2 requires the inspector’s name, title, signature, and the 
date.  Remember to type the inspector’s name in ALL CAPITALS.   
 
The SC-144 needs to be stamped with the USDA “Officially Sampled” stamp.  This is done on the 
right-hand side of the page across from the inspector’s signature.  The EU requires that we stamp 
the certificate with blue ink.  Some receiving countries may require that we stamp and sign both 
pages of the certificate.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to inform us when this additional 
requirement is requested.   
  
Once completed the original SC-144 is issued to the applicant. A copy of the SC-144, the original 
SC-637 and SC-146(E) are filed in the product folder within the office. 
 

http://agnis/AMSFormsCatalog/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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The SC-144 must be issued before the consignment to which it relates leaves the control of the 
competent authority of the country of dispatch.  This means that the SC-144 must be issued after 
all the products in the consignment have been produced, but before the consignment leaves the 
country, ideally when the product leaves the dispatch establishment.  This is because the original 
SC-144 must accompany consignments on entry into the EU. 
 
BILLING  
  
The applicant is billed for actual driving, sampling, and grading time plus 1 hour for 
certification.  This is 1/2 hour for each certificate utilized for each EU certification (SC-146 and 
SC-144).   
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APPENDIX I – SC-637 
 
Electronic version of SC-637 
 

 

https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/ams/AMSFormsCatalog/SC-637.pdf


SCI Division Inspection Series Certification of Honey and Apiculture Products Destined for 
the European Union (EU)      

 
Effective Date:  April 2019          Page 6 of 10 
 
APPENDIX II – ANALYSIS REQUESTED 
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APPENDIX III – SC-146E 
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APPENDIX IV – SC-144 
 
Electronic version of SC-144 
 

 

https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/ams/AMSFormsCatalog/SC-144.pdf
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“SCI moving forward in the 21st Century using technology, innovation, and old fashioned hard work” 
 
 
Non-Discrimination Policy:  In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 
expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 
programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible 
Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be 
made available in languages other than English. 
 
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and 
at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form.  To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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