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Subject: Certification of Shell Eggs Destined for Territories of the United States of America 

The development of sanitary and phytosanitary (animal health) requirements by foreign 
governments, including island nations, has led to confusion among brokers and processors 
regarding the appropriate certification required for the shipment of shell eggs to territories of 
the United States of America. 

According to the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), animal health 
certificates (AMS Disease Free Statements) are not to be issued for shell eggs in interstate 
commerce or shipment from CONUS (48 contiguous states) to the territories of the United 
States of America as listed below. The shipment of shell eggs to the fol1owing territories of 
the United States of America are considered, for certification purposes, as in transit in 
domestic commerce. 

For shipments of shell eggs to territories of the United States of America, as listed below, 
shell egg graders are not to issue a Disease Free Certification Statement or identify shipping 
cartons and/or cases with the "Graded for Export" stamp. The Shell Egg Grading Certificate, 
Form PY -21 OS demonstrating that the eggs are fit for human consumption, shall be the only 
document the shell egg grader issues for product destined to the territories listed below. 

List of Territories of the United States of America: 

I. Guam 

II. American Samoa 
a. Tutuila 
b. Manu'a Islands 
c. Rose Atoll 
d. Swains Island 



III. Puerto Rico 

IV. U.S. Virgin Islands 

V. Northern Mariana Islands 

This list is subject to change based on the administrative decisions made by the Government 
of the United States of America. If there are any questions regarding the certification of shell 
eggs destined for territories of the United States of America, please contact your appropriate 
Federal-State or Regional Office. 

File as: E-l TERRITORIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA in the 
Supervisors/Resident Graders Shell Egg Index. 
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